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refused to consider their appeals, declared them rebels,
and began to hire German soldiers to fight against them
that the people of the New England States gave up
hope of reconciliation. George III was determined that
they should be his obedient subjects, whether they liked
it or not; they were equally determined to be free, and
so there was nothing to do but to fight, and fight on until
they had been crushed or independence had been won.

So we come to the Declaration of Independence, a
document rivalling our own Magna Garta as a foun-
dation upon which rest the rights and freedom of a
mighty people. Having realised that a break with
Britain was inevitable, Congress desired to place the
American case before the world. Accordingly Franklin,
John Adams, Roger Sherman, Robert R. Livingston
and Thomas Jefferson were chosen to draw up the De-
claration, and because he possessed the gift of clear and
forceful language, Jefferson was given the task of writing
the historic document. This he did almost unaided by
his companions, stating in brief, passionate sentences
how King George had misruled the colonies, and had
acted more as a despotic tyrant than as a benevolent
king, and going on to declare that thenceforward the
colonies would no longer obey him or owe him alle-
giance- but would rule themselves as a free and inde-
pendent people.

Such in brief was the meaning of the famous Declara-
tion of Independence the words of which'flowed from
Jefferson's ready pen in that fateful summer of 1776.
" We hold," he wrote, " these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are endowed